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MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

Owing  to  the  regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 

I  shall  only  present  to  you  an  abridged  Report  for  1917. 

This  is  the  Twentieth  Annual  Report  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  submitting  to  your  notice. 

The  area  of  your  district  is  3,053  acres,  urban  and  rural. 

The  district  of  Marple,  including  portions  of  Strines  and 
High  Lane,  is  a  hilly  one,  being  chiefly  built  on  a  slope  looking 
west  and  south-west.  It  varies  from  450  to  633  feet  above  sea 
level.  It  was  well  wooded  (until  the  requirements  of  war  have 
denuded  it  of  most  of  the  larger  trees)  and  drained,  and  although 
the  sub-soil  is  clay  with  occasional  faults  of  sand  and  gravel, 
yet  owing  to  the  natural  drainage  it  is  fairly  dry  and  healthy. 
It  is  chiefly  a  residential  locality,  containing  only  three  mills 
and  a  few  small  works,  the  remainder  of  the  village  consisting 
of  fairly  large  houses  belonging  to  people  with  businesses  elsewhere. 

The  chief  industry  is  cotton  spinning  and  manufacturing. 
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The  cottages  are  mostly  of  a  very  good  type,  with  plenty 
of  room  and  ventilation,  and  most  of  the  previous  overcrowding 
has  been  done  away  with.  The  population  at  the  last  census 
was  6,250.  Calculated  by  the  Local  Government  Board  this 
year,  it  is  6,777  for  the  birth  rate,  and  6,080  for  the  death  rate. 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  disposal  of  excrement  is  by  three  methods : — water 
carriage,  pails,  and  middens.  The  latter  are  still  being  converted 
into  water  closets  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

There  are  now  944  water  closets,  and  309  slop  water 
closets.  In  the  whole  of  the  district  there  are  twenty  cesspools. 
The  pails  and  middens  are  emptied  by  the  Council’s  men  at  night 
when  possible,  and  tins  and  pails  are  collected  weekly. 

There  are  over  1,127  ash-tins  compared  with  90  eight 
years  ago. 

The  water  supply  of  Marple  is  obtained  from  the  Stockport 
Corporation,  and  from  the  Lyme  and  Kinder.  The  water  is  good 
in  quality,  and  pure  on  analysis. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  milk  supply  is  fair,  but  owing  to  the  high  price  for 
foods  for  cattle,  the  cost  is  greater.  Being  rather  scanty  we  are 
adopting  the  milk  regulations  which  gives  priority  to  invalids  and 
children. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  clean  and  sanitary. 

No  cases  of  unsound  food  or  meat  came  to  my  knowledge 
during  the  year. 

The  infantile  death  rate  is  rather  higher,  viz.,  62‘5. 
ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

We  have  been  very  free  from  Infectious  Diseases  this  year, 
with  the  exception  of  24  cases  of  Measles,  and  8  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Our  usual  plan  of  home  isolation  and  fumigation  has  been 
quite  satisfactory. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Five  deaths  were  notified  this  year. 

The  Schools  have  been  fumigated  as  usual. 


Table  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1917  and  previous  Years. 

MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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ft  Deaths  registered  during  the  Calendar  Year  1917,  classified  by  age  and  cause. 
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The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force : — 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1909 
Tuberculosis  Act,  1912. 

Bye-Laws. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Common  Lodging-houses. 
Slaughter-houses,  Cleansing  and  Scavenging. 

Offensive  Trades,  Hackney  Carriages. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

These  have  been  periodically  inspected,  and  found  healthy 
and  clean. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  Schools  have  been  inspected,  and  found  healthy  and 
well  ventilated.  In  all  the  schools  water  closets  have  been  erected. 

The  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Bakehouses  have  been 
systematically  inspected.  They  are  all  clean,  healthy,  and  in  a 
good  sanitary  state. 

Under  the  Housing  Inspection  Act,  1909,  no  dwelling  was 
inspected. 

The  following  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with,  viz.  :  — 


Defects  in  Bakehouses .  2 

Defective  drains  .  55 

Privies  converted  in  w.c.’s  .  37 

Insanitary  conditions  (overcrowding)...  1 

Structural  defects . 10 

Unsound  Food  .  2 

Defects  in  Cowsheds,  &c .  2 

Improper  water  supply .  6 

Nuisances  abated  .  116 

Nuisances  not  abated  .  19 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

There  are  1 1  factories  and  33  workshops  in  the  district. 
These  have  been  inspected  periodically,  and  all  defects  (minor 
ones)  rectified.  They  are  all  in  a  healthy  condition — limewashed, 
good  ventilation,  no  overcrowding,  and  clean.  All  the  sanitary 
arrangements  are  good. 

There  are  10  bakehouses  in  the  district.  All  are  clean  and 
whitewashed  ;  two  defect  were  remedied. 

There  are  5  slaughter-houses,  and  they  are  all  well  paved, 
drained,  and  whitewashed,  and  no  defects  were  found. 

There  were  no  cases  of  overcrowding,  and  no  illegal  em¬ 
ployment  of- girls.  No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 

The  canal  boats  were  inspected — 11  in  number.  No  defects. 

No  smoke  nuisances  occurred  during  the  year. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  Veterinary  inspection  of  cattle. 

2.  Better  flushing  and  ventilation  of  sewers. 

3.  Improvement  in  condition  of  private  streets. 

This  report  I  consider  unsatisfactory  with  regard  to  the 
Infantile  Death  Rate,  and  low  Birth  Rate.  It  is  satisfactory  as 
regards  the  small  number  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  the  small 
number  of  deaths  therefrom. 


1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HARRY  BURTON, 

M.D.,  Durham,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng. 


MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Surveyor  and  Inspector’s  Report. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Eleventh  Annual 
Report  which  covers  the  year  ending  December,  1917. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

1  have  from  time  to  time  inspected  various  premises  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  existence  of  nuisances,  with  the  result 
that  109  premises  have  been  inspected,  135  defects  discovered,  116 
of  which  have  been  remedied,  and  19  are  still  in  hand. 
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The  nuisances  dealt  with  are  as  follows : 

Defective  drains . . .  55 

Defective  dry  ash-pits  .  1 

Privies  converted  into  water  closets  ...  37 

Defects  in  dairies  and  cowsheds .  2 

Defects  in  bakehouses  .  2 

Unsound  food  .  2 

Improper  water  supply .  6 

Structural  defects .  10 

Overcrowding  . 1 


Nuisances  abated  . .  116 

Nuisances  unabated  . . .  19 


Total  .  135 


WATER  CLOSETS,  PRIVIES,  Etc. 

The  number  of  water  closets  and  other  conveniences  in  the 
district  are  as  follows : 


Water  closets .  944 

Slop  water  closets .  309 — 1253 

Privy  middens  .  419  • 

Pail  closets .  51 —  470 

Dry  ash-pits .  170 

Moveable  ash-bins  .  1127 

Cesspools .  20 


COLLECTION  OF  REFUSE. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  employment  of  labour. 
The  privies  and  ash-pits  are  emptied  at  regular  periods,  varying 
from  two  weeks  to  twelve  weeks,  the  contents  being  taken  to 
convenient  tips  in  the  rural  portion  of  the  district. 


The  ash-bins  are  emptied  weekly. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1909. 

The  number  of  dwellings  inspected  under  this  Act  during 

the  year  was  .  0 

The  number  of  dwellings  considered  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  was  .  0 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Council  with  a 

view  to  making  closing  orders  .  0 

The  number  of  defects  remedied  without  making  closing 

orders  was  .  0 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  32  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been 
notified,  consisting  of  8  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  24  cases  of 
Measles.  3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  inspected  from  time  to 
time;  on  two  occasions  it  was  necessary  to  write  the  owner  to 
secure  the  abatement  offnuisance. 


BAKEHOUSES. 


There  are  10  bakehouses  in  the  district.  These  have  been 
frequently  inspected,  two  defects  being  discovered. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

The  inspection  of  canal  boats  has  received  attention.  11 
boats  have  been  inspected  ;  no  defects  were  discovered. 


SEWERS. 

The  sewers  have  been  periodically  examined,  and  appear  to  be 
in  good  condition.  No  new  sewers  have  been  laid  during  the  year. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  maintained  up  to  the 
usual  standard,  the  Rivers  Board  Inspectors  have  taken  several 
final  effluent  samples,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 


RECREATION  GROUNDS. 

The  playing  area  of  these  grounds  is  now  occupied  by 
allotments,  and  provides  45  cultivators  with  plots  of  about  10 
pole  area.  The  shrubbery  surrounding  the  conveniences  has  been 
thinned,  the  surplus  trees  being  planted  in  other  parts  of  the 
grounds. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Stockport  Corporation. 
No  serious  difficulties  have  been  experienced  during  the  year.  The 
consumption  has  been  normal. 

Waste  of  all  description  has  been  carefully  watched,  the 
underground  waste  receiving  special  attention.  Ten  night  inspec¬ 
tions  have  been  made,  resulting  in  the  location  of  20  underground 
leakages.  In  addition  to  the  underground  leakages,  46  above 
ground  leakages  and  743  taps  have  been  repaired. 


WATER  MAINS. 

Many  of  the  water  mains  have  now  been  in  use  for  upwards 
of  33  years,  and  are  in  need  of  scraping  to  remove  the  deposit 
which  is  now  seriously  reducing  the  capacity  of  the  pipe. 


MAIN  ROADS. 

The  main  roads  have  been  maintained  in  good  condition, 
850  yards  of  granite  macadam,  300  yards  of  tar  macadam,  and 
1,006  yards  of  sett  paving  having  been  laid  during  the  year;  in 
addition  20,000  yards  of  macadam  has  been  tar-sprayed. 
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ALLOTMENTS. 

The  number  of  allotments  now  provided  by  the  Council 
are  as  follows  : 

Recreation  Ground  .  45 

Sunwell  Terrace  Plots .  5 

Church  Lane  Plots  .  9 

Strines  Plots .  4 

Leigh  Avenue  Plots  .  8 

Sharpies’  Land,  Hawk  Green  .  9 

Windlehurst  Plots  .  6 

Rose  Hill  Plots .  19 

Dooley  Lane  Plots  .  9 

Upper  Church  Lane  Plots  .  13 

Hopley’s  Farm  Plots  .  18 

High  Lane  Plots  .  6 

Total .  151 

The  above  plots  average  10  poles  each  in  area. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


D.  J.  DIVER, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector, 


